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The European Environment Agency (EEA) recently published a briefing on EU trends on exports of used 

textiles. While the European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC) appreciates that exports are being 

put under the spotlight, it also calls for caution on the EU’s interpretation of used textile exports. As the 

briefing highlights, there is currently no distinction between textile waste and second-hand textiles in EU 

product classifications used for export declarations and statistical declarations for trade. This is a significant 

shortcoming and may lead to vague or inaccurate statistics on exports of ‘’used clothing’’.  

“We fully support the EU’s intention to develop specific EU criteria to distinguish between waste and second-

hand textiles and are encouraged to see this acknowledged in the EEA briefing. In the absence of this 

distinction, exports of sorted reusable textiles are understood to be equivalent to exports of unsorted textile 

waste. This often leads to misinterpretations,” noted Mariska Boer, President of the EuRIC textile branch. ‘’Our 

industry calls on the European Commission to urgently establish a distinction. Additionally, we support the 

introduction of measures, including fiscal initiatives, to strengthen the market for textile reuse and scale up 

recycling in the EU.”  

According to a recent study commissioned by EuRIC, producing new textiles results in 70 times more 

environmental damage compared to global reuse. For instance, each garment reused saves 3kg of CO2, 

meaning that global or local reuse is still the best option for the environment in terms of the treatment of 

collected textile waste. However, to enable a sustainable circular economy for textiles, it is of utmost 

importance that only extensively sorted textiles are exported outside of the EU for reuse and that European 

and global recycling capacities are scaled up.  

Note to editor:  

For press-related enquiries, please contact Ben Kennard, EuRIC Communication Advisor, by email at bkennard@euric-aisbl.eu or by 

phone at +32 (0) 487 39 21 82. The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC) is the umbrella organisation for the recycling 

industries in Europe. Through its member federations from 21 European countries, EuRIC represents more than 5,500 large companies 

and SMEs involved in the recycling and trade of various resource streams. They represent a contribution of 95 billion EUR to the EU 

economy and 300,000 green and local jobs. By turning waste into resources, recycling reintroduces valuable materials into value chains 

over and over again. By bridging circularity and climate neutrality, recyclers are pioneers in leading Europe’s industrial transition.   
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