
  

EuRIC – Recycling: Bridging circular economy & climate policy                                                                                                            

Boulevard Auguste Reyers 80, Brussels | E-mail: info@euric.org |                     

PRESS RELEASE  
Europe’s ship recyclers publish manifesto calling for 

stronger EU measures to keep vessels in the EU and ensure 
material recovery and environmental protection 

 

Brussels, 16 December 2024  
 

 

EuRIC’s Ship Recycling Group (ESRG) has published a manifesto calling for measures to strengthen the EU’s ship 

recycling sector, ensuring that more vessels are recycled within the EU in compliance with stringent 

environmental and safety standards, rather than being exported to third countries whose facilities do not meet 

similar criteria. 

 

EuRIC’s ESRG has identified four key priorities: creating a level playing field between EU and non-EU recyclers, 

expanding the scope of the Ship Recycling Regulation (SRR), reducing administrative burdens, and 

enhancing enforcement to combat harmful practices like beaching and reflagging.  

 

Through these actions, EuRIC believes the EU can lead by example in ship recycling and further strengthen its 

commitment to a circular economy. By ensuring that valuable materials are recovered within the EU, rather 

than lost through the export of ships to third countries for recycling, EU policymakers could further support the 

development of a market for secondary raw materials. 

 

EuRIC ship recyclers highlight that Europe has the potential to take a leading role in ship recycling, but to do so, 

its legislative framework must evolve, expand and become more robust. 

 

"A strong EU ship recycling sector, with fewer vessels leaving Europe at the end of their life, is within reach. 

The ongoing evaluation and upcoming revision of the Ship Recycling Regulation presents a critical 

opportunity for the EU to take decisive action and enhance its leadership in the global ship recycling 

industry. Europe’s high standards should set the global benchmark for safe and sustainable recycling 

practices," said Julia Ettinger, EuRIC’s Secretary General. 

 
Discover our manifesto. 

 
 

Note to editor: 

For press-related enquiries, please contact Zoi Didili, EuRIC Senior Communication Advisor, by email at zdidili@euric.org or by phone at +32 (0) 
489 09 46 02.  The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC) is the umbrella organisation for the recycling industries in Europe. 
Through its 75 members from 23 European countries, EuRIC represents more than 5,500 large companies and SMEs involved in the recycling and 
trade of various resource streams. They represent a contribution of 95 billion EUR to the EU economy and 300,000 green and local jobs. By turning 
waste into resources, recycling reintroduces valuable materials into value chains over and over again. By bridging circularity and climate 
neutrality, recyclers are pioneers in leading Europe’s industrial transition.  
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