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EuRIC unveils Circular Economy Action Plan for
recycled metals

Brussels, 3 March 2025

Ahead of the inaugural Strategic Dialogue on Steel and the upcoming Steel and Metals Action Plan, EURIC, the

voice of Europe’s recyclers has published a Circular Economy Action Plan for Recycled Metals to steer

discussions on the future of the steel industry through the lens of decarbonisation and circularity.

The action plan highlights major roadblocks holding back Europe’s metals recycling sector: stagnating domestic
demand for recycled metals, biased methodologies for defining green products, less focus on recyclers in key
policies like the Clean Industrial Deal, and the lack of recyclers’ representation in EPR scheme governance. These
barriers stifle investments and limit Europe’s ability to generate its own resources at a time when the EU27

remain trapped in reliance on third-country supplies.

To turn challenges into opportunities, EURIC's action plan calls for addressing domestic demand through
mandatory recycled content targets and preserving open and free trade as a necessary counter-outlet, while
practically and effectively acknowledging recycling as the strategic industry it is. It urges policymakers to fully
embed circular economy principles into existing and upcoming EU legislation and establish an ad hoc forum to

facilitate dialogue across the metals value chain.

“Before looking abroad for primary raw materials, Europe must first support its own industry - the recycling
one - that produces high-quality, low-carbon resources that could be a game-changer for the EU’s
environmental, economic, and strategic objectives. Yet, recycled materials often remain overlooked by
European manufacturers and the recycling industry remains insufficiently supported by EU policymakers.
That’s why EuURIC’s Circular Economy Action Plan for Recycled Metals lays out six concrete measures to
serve as a policy roadmap to change this and shape a circular and competitive future for the EU steel

industry,” said Julia Ettinger, EURIC's Secretary General.

As the EU seeks to chart a way forward for the future of the metals industry and build resilience across supply
chains, EU recyclers remain a key partner in delivering a circular, competitive, and self-sufficient Europe. We urge
EU policymakers to take swift action and work closely with the recycling sector to turn policy ambitions into

tangible results.

EuURIC - Recycling: Bridging circular economy & climate policy é% ®

Boulevard Auguste Reyers 80, Brussels | E-mail: info@euric.org |



mailto:info@euric.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euric-aisbl/
https://www.euric.org/
https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://euric.org/resource-hub/reports-studies/eu-recyclers-circular-economy-action-plan-for-recycled-metals

Note to editor:

For press-related enquiries, please contact Zoi Didili, Senior EURIC Communication Advisor, by email at zdidili@euric.org or by phone at +32 (0)

489 09 46 02. The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EURIC) is the umbrella organisation for the recycling industries in Europe.

Through its 75 members from 23 European countries, EURIC represents more than 5500 large companies and SMEs involved in the recycling and
trade of various resource streams. They represent a contribution of 95 billion EUR to the EU economy and 300,000 green and local jobs. By turning
waste into resources, recycling reintroduces valuable materials into value chains over and over again. By bridging circularity and climate

neutrality, recyclers are pioneers in leading Europe’s industrial transition.
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